
 

A Parent Guide: 
Is Student-Centered Learning Right For Your Elementary Child? 

9 Aspects of Acton Academy to Help You Decide 
 
 

 
 

Are you curious about a Learner-Driven School, but wonder if it is right for your child? 
Please read the following 9 key aspects of Acton Academy, putting a check ✅ by each 
one that you think would be a great fit for your child. 
 
Student-Centered learning is a general term for any educational approach that focuses on the 
distinct learning needs and interests of individual students. Acton Academy is a learner-driven 
environment, meaning that students at Acton are empowered to make decisions about their 
learning in a guided environment. 
 
1. Individualized, Mastery Learning 
 
Students work at their own pace to achieve mastery in the core academic skills of reading, 
writing and mathematics, rather than to earn grades or to pass tests. This means that they may 
take more or less time to finish a "grade level," but that they must achieve mastery before 
moving on to the more advanced level. This allows students to always work in their challenge 
zone, to zoom ahead in topics that come quickly to them and to go more slowly in areas where 



 

they need more time. It also ensures that they don't have any gaps in their learning foundation - 
gaps that can undermine future skill development or confidence. 
 
2. Project-Based Learning 
 
Students engage in real-world projects - called Quests - that challenge them to learn by doing. 
They don't just read textbooks about physics, solve physics problems on paper and take a 
written test. Instead, they build and test bridges, boats and marble runs in real life with real 
materials. They learn about physics, at a deep level - but they also learn about teamwork, 
problem-solving, failure, hard work and perseverance. And...they have fun! Quests challenge 
students to" learn by doing" in fields as diverse as biology, coding, forensics, poetry, history and 
more. And rather than simply taking tests, students prove their learning by showing what they 
learned at a public exhibition. 
 
3. Socratic Guiding and Discussions 
 
At Acton, we have Socratic Guides instead of teachers. Teachers lecture and tell students what 
they should learn. Socratic Guides facilitate learning by carefully preparing the classroom 
environment, providing learning tools and resources and asking questions that invite 
students to reflect, consider, debate and change their minds. 
 
4. Self-Governance and Self-Management 
 
Self-governance and self-management take place in an environment of freedom within limits. 
The guides (teachers) set age-appropriate boundaries within which the students are free to 
make their own choices. Students develop their own rules of engagement and promises for 
how they want to treat each other in the classroom, and they hold each other accountable to 
these rules and processes. Students also manage their own learning goals. They thus learn 
how to navigate freedom and responsibility in a supportive environment - developing 
self-management, rather than obedience. 
 
5. Mixed Ages 
 
Students are grouped in multiyear grade spans, so that children in K - 2nd grades and 3rd - 5th 
grades are in the same class. Younger students learn by observing the older students. They are 
inspired to not only do the more advanced academic work that they see the older students 
doing, but also to become more independent like the older students. Older students build 
self-confidence, leadership skills and responsibility by serving as models, helpers and 
teachers to the younger students. 
 
6. No Homework 



 

 
At Acton, we believe that children need time to play, relax and be with family and friends. 
Homework is not assigned.  
 
7. Character 
 
Students practice and celebrate character traits such as: hard work, empathy, integrity, 
kindness and gratitude, which are all important for a fulfilling and meaningful life. We actively 
foster a growth mindset - the understanding that hard work and perseverance are key to 
success and are more important than intelligence or talent. 
 
8. The Journey to Discover a Calling 
 
At Acton, we believe the purpose of education is not just to get into university, find a job or even 
to start a career or a business. The purpose of education is to discover something deeper, more 
meaningful. It's to discover and calling. Students explore questions such as: Who am I? Where 
am I going? How do my passions and talents connect with the world around me? How 
can I serve a great need and even change the world? At Acton, each child is on a journey to 
discover a calling and change the world. 
 
9. Joy and a Love for Learning 
 
When students are able to work at their own pace, participate in fun, real world projects, and 
take ownership of their own education, learning is joyful. Children's natural love of learning is 
cultivated in the Acton classroom because they are excited, challenged and engaged - every 
day. 
 
How many checks did you put? ✅ If you checked more than 5, you may be Interested in 
learning more. 
 
May we  recommend the book Courage to Grow: How Acton academy Turns Learning Upside 
Down (also available in Spanish, here) by Acton co-founder, Laura Sandefer? 
 
 
"Laura tells the inspiring story of her journey as a parent to create 
something better for her children. The result was Acton Academy. 
In just a few short years, Acton has spread around the world, 
thanks to parents who, like her, "believe their children deserve to 
find a calling and experience life as...an adventure filled with love, 
passion, meaning and joy." 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Courage-Grow-Academy-Learning-Upside/dp/0999520555/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2226A6IF2971P&dchild=1&keywords=courage+to+grow+laura+sandefer&qid=1613498899&sprefix=courage+to+gr%2Caps%2C200&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Courage-Grow-Academy-Learning-Upside/dp/0999520555/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2226A6IF2971P&dchild=1&keywords=courage+to+grow+laura+sandefer&qid=1613498899&sprefix=courage+to+gr%2Caps%2C200&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Valor-para-Crecer-Academy-Aprendizaje-ebook/dp/B07KP1FH9T/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=valor+para+crecer&qid=1613498963&sr=8-1


 

Ready to take the next step? Join us for a personal Tour 
of Acton Academy. 
 
If you are interested in Acton and think your child would thrive in a student-centered 
environment, please join us for a personal tour of Acton Academy El Salvador. 
 
We would love to show you our Spark and Discovery Elementary studios, share the story of 
Acton Academy and learn more about your child. 
 
Book a tour by sending a WhatsApp to +503 7099-1535 or emailing 
hero@actonacademyelsalvador.com 
 
 


